[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2][bookmark: OLE_LINK3][bookmark: _Hlk48896273]Minute Book - 21
Page – 149

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS
OF THE CITY OF AUBURN, NEMAHA COUNTY, NEBRASKA
HELD OCTOBER 15, 2025

THE BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS (BPW) OF THE CITY OF AUBURN, NEMAHA COUNTY, NEBRASKA, met in regular session on October 15, 2025, at 1600 O Street at 11:30 a.m. This meeting was held in open session as required by Chapter 84, Article 14 of Nebraska State Statutes.
Chairman Knipe called the meeting to order. Roll call: Members present –Shaw, Grant, Knipe, Wilson and Zaruba.
Chairman Knipe announced that this was an open meeting, and a copy of the Open Meetings Act is available on the northeast wall in the Board room. 
Chairman Knipe acknowledged the following guests from the City of Peru:  Dennis Kirkpatrick, City Clerk and Donald Roberts, Maintenance Supervisor. 
Chairman Knipe introduced Dennis Kirkpatrick, Peru City Clerk. Dennis requested that the Board of Public Works assume responsibility of the City of Peru’s water/wastewater operator position until their maintenance supervisor can become a certified operator. After discussion, the Board conveyed they will assist during emergencies, but decline becoming their designated water/wastewater operator. No action taken.
GM Luhring requested to enter into an agreement with Olsson to provide research and documentation for NEMA who has requested additional information on 2019 FEMA projects. The information requested is outside the scope of our original contract with Olsson. Member Zaruba made a motion to approve the agreement not to exceed $4,200.00. Member Grant seconded the motion. Members voting aye – Knipe, Wilson, Zaruba, Shaw, and Grant. Motion carried.
GM Luhring updated the Board on the executed NPPD Wholesale Power Contract noting it is a 35-year contract starting January 2026. An arbitration amendment will be presented in November. No action taken.
GM Luhring updated the Board on the executed NPPD Capacity Purchase Contract noting it is a 35-year contract starting January 2026. No action taken.
GM Luhring provided information on the SPP 10-year load forecast stating it has been submitted as required. No action taken.
GM Luhring provided information on the Nemaha County Planning Commission meeting he attended. Electric updates were reviewed for strategic planning and projections for economic development. No action taken.
GM Luhring presented the 2026 electric, water and wastewater budgets and reviewed capital projects. Member Grant made a motion to approve the budgets as presented and submit them to the City of Auburn for approval. Member Shaw seconded the motion. Members voting aye – Knipe, Wilson, Zaruba, Shaw, and Grant. Motion carried.
GM Luhring presented information on a letter from the Nebraska State Auditor notifying the Board of Public Works that Hamilton Associates is no longer certified to submit audit reports to the State of Nebraska. After discussion, Member Zaruba made a motion to allow GM Luhring permission to seek an auditor certified in the State of Nebraska to perform the 2025 audit. Member Grant seconded the audit. Members voting aye – Wilson, Zaruba, Shaw, Grant, and Knipe. Motion carried. 
GM Luhring provided information on a Power Plant tour attended by representatives from NPPD’s Doniphan Control Center. Feedback was favorable. No action taken.
GM Luhring requested permission to request bids from local institutions for a CD maturing October 31st in the amount of $692,991.80; and to award the CD to the highest bidder. Member Shaw made a motion to move forward as requested. Member Wilson seconded the motion. Members voting aye – Shaw, Grant, Knipe, Wilson, and Zaruba. Motion carried. 
GM Luhring provided updates on the Westgate Addition, noting we are still waiting on streetlights to arrive. No action taken.
GM Luhring updated the Board on the Water Source Supply project. Fiber lines that are buried in-line with water lines are causing a delay. The water lines will be rerouted to avoid the fiber lines. UV equipment drawings are in final review stages before being released for manufacturing. No action taken.
GM Luhring reminded the Board that the BPW’s 2025 Energy Fest will be held on October 22, 2025. Auburn and Johnson fourth grade students will be attending and receiving tours of BPW facilities. No action taken.
Chairman Knipe requested a motion to move into closed session due to personnel matters and potential litigation concerns. Member Zaruba made a motion to enter closed session at 12:16 p.m. Member Wilson seconded the motion. Members voting aye – Shaw, Grant, Knipe, Wilson, and Zaruba. Motion carried. 
Member Grant made a motion to exit closed session at 1:43 p.m. Member Shaw seconded the motion. Members voting aye – Grant, Knipe, Wilson, Zaruba, and Shaw. Motion carried.
Member Wilson made a motion to place General Manager Paul Erickson on paid administrative leave. Member Grant seconded the motion. Members voting aye – Shaw, Grant, Knipe, Wilson, and Zaruba. Motion carried. 
AFM Westhart presented the standard financial reports to the Board. Member Zaruba made a motion to accept the financial reports as presented. Member Grant seconded the motion. Members voting aye – Shaw, Grant, Knipe, Wilson, and Zaruba. Motion carried. 
AFM Westhart asked for any objections or exceptions to the General Consent Items listed under Agenda Item #18.
a) Approve the previous meeting minutes and dispense with the reading of the same.
b) Approve monthly compensation of officers, management, and employees as previously fixed by the Board.
c) [bookmark: _Hlk30056850]Approve, ratify, and allow the following checks, recommended transfers and claims submitted for payment during the month.
d) [bookmark: _Hlk30057192][bookmark: _Hlk30056961]Transfer funds from E-W-WW Revenue funds into the checking fund for expenses plus the routine interdepartmental transfers in the amount of $280,000.00.
e) Approve the City Free Services Report.


Checks written during the month of September.

	Altec Industries Inc
	               5,416.85 

	American Recycling
	            20,471.99 

	Anderson, Aracelly
	                  600.00 

	Aslan Mechanical LLC
	                     26.50 

	Auburn Auto Center
	                  140.06 

	Auburn Family Health 
	                  287.00 

	B 103
	                  171.00 

	Beard's Salvage
	                     56.88 

	Board Of Public Works
	            17,392.52 

	Border States 
	            16,556.51 

	Bulldog Auto Supply
	                  888.36 

	Capital Business
	                  388.20 

	Capital One 
	               3,833.99 

	Caselle Inc
	               2,267.00 

	City of Auburn
	            12,394.44 

	Concrete Industries Inc
	                  661.90 

	County Publications
	                  662.18 

	Credit Information Services
	                  121.80 

	DHHS State of Nebraska
	                  355.00 

	Eggers Brothers Inc
	                     84.40 

	Ensz, Gary
	                     30.00 

	Erickson, Paul
	               6,593.07 

	Filter Care of Nebraska
	                     83.95 

	Frontier Cooperative
	                     90.00 

	Gilbert Services
	                     10.00 

	Glenn's Corner Market
	                     71.50 

	Great Plains Lawn Care
	               1,230.00 

	Green Care Lawn Service
	               1,120.00 

	Hach Chemical Company
	                     91.47 

	Hawkins Inc
	               2,147.78 

	HireRight Solutions LLC
	               1,136.02 

	HOA Solutions  Inc
	               7,470.00 

	Husker Electric
	                  632.42 

	Itron Inc
	               2,100.84 

	Jackson Services Inc.
	               2,159.36 

	Jones, Doug
	                     30.00 

	Kansas Municipal Utilities
	                  600.00 

	Kellet, Janelle
	                     30.00 

	Lawson Products Inc
	                     75.96 

	Ligouri Law Office
	                  234.00 

	Lincoln Winwater
	               2,754.32 

	Lynch's Hardware & Gifts
	                     44.25 

	Meyer-Earp Auto Center
	                  140.00 

	NDEE
	                  150.00 

	Nelson, Steve
	                     30.00 

	Nemaha County Treasurer
	               4,100.38 

	One Call Concepts Inc
	                  111.62 

	Petty Cash
	                  456.82 

	Pinpoint Auburn, Inc
	                  434.48 

	PIP Marketing Signs & Print
	               2,864.00 

	RESCO
	                  274.77 

	Sack Lumber Company
	                     10.64 

	Stoner Drug
	                     13.00 

	TJ Cable & Underground
	            11,374.90 

	Tony Hector Backhoe 
	                  216.17 

	USPS
	               4,000.00 

	US Cellular
	                  710.97 

	Village of Brownville
	               8,836.17 

	Village of Nemaha
	               4,641.78 

	Water Engineering Inc
	                  432.11 

	Wesco Distribution Inc
	                  207.68 

	Westhart, Tamara
	                  497.80 

	Wilson, Kinga 
	            38,900.00 

	Zoro Tools Inc
	                     50.52 

	Gonzalez, Julissa
	                  251.65 

	Haneline, Daniel
	                  131.08 

	State of NE
	                  227.00 

	Weeks, Cooper
	                     37.95 




Following discussion, Member Zaruba made a motion to approve the General Consent Items as presented with the exception of Check #50473 in the amount of $38,900.00. Member Grant seconded the motion. Members voting aye – Grant, Knipe, Wilson, Zaruba, and Shaw. Motion carried.


Reports: Electric, Power Plant, Water/Wastewater, Office. 

There being no further business to come before the Board, and by unanimous approval the Board adjourned to the next regular Board meeting to be held Wednesday, November 19, 2025, at the hour of 11:30 a.m. at the Board of Public Works Board Room. Chairman Knipe declared the meeting adjourned.	


	      			
ATTEST:		      Chairman


		
Secretary

CERTIFICATE
I, Tamara L Westhart, Notary Public for the State of Nebraska, do hereby certify the attached and foregoing minutes is a true, correct and conformed copy of proceedings had and done by the Board of Public Works at their October 15, 2025 meeting; all of the subjects acted upon in the foregoing proceedings were contained in the agenda for the meeting, kept continually current and available for public inspection at the Office of the Board; such subjects were contained in the agenda for at least twenty-four hours prior to said meeting; at least one copy of all reproducible material discussed at the meeting was available at the meeting for examination and copying by members of the public; the said minutes were in written form and available for public inspection within ten working days and prior to the next convened meeting of said body, all in accordance with Chapter 84, Article 14 of Nebraska Statutes.																										           			 ______________________________________________							                 Tamara L. Westhart, Notary Public in and for the State of Nebraska. 							                    My Commission Expires October 4, 2027.
